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Charges to Parents
This policy covers charges to parents and external providers.

This policy is based on advice from the Department for Education (DfE) on charging for school activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities and the Education Act 1996,
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/VI/chapter/lll sections 449 to 462 of which set out the law
on charging for school activities in England.

The Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including
clubs, trips, theatre outings, museum visits etc., can make towards pupils’ personal and social education.
The Governing Body aims to promote and provide such activities as part of a broad and balanced curriculum
for the pupils of the school.

The Governing Body reserves the right to authorise a charge in the following circumstances for activities
organised by the school.

Charges will be levied in the following circumstances:

e Forlunches

e For after school clubs

o For breakfast club

e For Nursery afternoon sessions

o For deliberate breakages or loss or damage to school property e.g. library books
e For policies or other documents provided through the Publication Scheme

Non-payment of charges for such items will be pursued according to the procedures set out in the school’s
financial delegation, which can lead to withholding of such services

School Run Clubs and Extra-Curricular Activities

The charges for clubs and extra-curricular activities will be worked out by the Headteacher in conjunction
with the Club organisers, providers and the Finance & Resources Committee. School Clubs are an optional
provision and as such there may be charges for them. School clubs with charges may be subsidised, however
this is dependent on the child’s circumstances.

The Headteacher, Senior Leadership Team and Finance Manager would however, ensure that any
subsidisation is financially viable and appropriate to children’s circumstances. Any such subsidisation will be
reported to the Finance and Resources Committee.

Extra-Curricular Clubs Run by Outside Agencies

Charges are made by outside agencies for the clubs that they run. These are not run by the school, and
therefore remissions do not reply.

Outings

Parents will be asked to contribute voluntarily towards the cost of educational visits to museums, theatres
and other sites of interest, which support the children’s learning or to trips out of hours. The total cost of
transport and entry or other fees, will be divided by the number of children and non-staff (parent) helpers and
letters will be sent to all participants giving details of the trip and asking for a voluntary contribution to cover
the costs.

We believe that no child should be disadvantaged if their parent is genuinely unable to meet the costs of the
(event). However, in fairness to all, any such parents will be asked to contact the school, in strictest
confidence, to the Headteacher at either admin@shephalburypark.herts.sch.uk, 01438235454, or in person.
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If insufficient contributions are received, trips could be cancelled on the basis of becoming financially
unviable.

In-School Visits

Parents may be asked to contribute voluntarily towards the cost for visits by authors, poets, environmentalists,
theatre groups and other experts who come into school to extend the children’s knowledge and experience,
in which case the wording above would apply.

Residential Visits

Residential visits are offered to pupils throughout Key Stage 2. There is a cost for these to parents/carers. If
a child is in receipt of Free School Meals, then the school may contribute towards the cost of the trip from the
Pupil Premium Grant. If this is the case, then any such parents will be asked to contact the school, in strictest
confidence, to the Headteacher at either admin@shephalburypark.herts.sch.uk, 01438235454, or in person.

Swimming

Swimming forms a part of the statutory National Curriculum. Pupils who do not meet the expected standard
are offered swimming lessons through the school. For these sessions a voluntary donation is requested to
support with the cost of transport.

We believe that no child should be disadvantaged if their parent is genuinely unable to meet the costs of the
(event). However, in fairness to all, any such parents will be asked to contact the school, in strictest
confidence, to the Headteacher at either admin@shephalburypark.herts.sch.uk, 01438235454, or in person.

Charges to Hirers

The Finance Manager will agree terms of hire, having regard to the standard contract of hire and terms and
conditions of hire, which are to be signed by each provider. This should be reviewed annually by the Finance
and Resources Committee annually.

Music tuition

Schools can charge for vocal or instrumental tuition provided either individually or to groups of students,
provided that the tuition is provided at the request of the pupil’s parent.

Charges may not exceed the cost of the provision, including the cost of the staff giving the tuition. Charges
cannot be made:

o If the teaching is an essential part of the National Curriculum

o |If the teaching is provided under the first access to the Key Stage 2 instrumental and vocal tuition
programme

e For a pupil who is looked after by a local authority
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